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March 22, 2020 Anno Domini 

4th Sunday In Lent 

 

Your Personal Prayers and Preparation before Worship: 
Pastor’s Greeting: 

                           

Hymn: God Loved the World So that He Gave ............ CW # 391 Stz 1–3 
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Psalm of the day:   Ps #42-43 
Hymns: #391, #323 



 
 
 

Confession and Absolution: (we rise) 

L: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways, I 
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

L: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear 
child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.   

C: AMEN. (seated) 

 

1st Lesson:   Hosea 5:14-6:3 

L: “14 For I will be like a lion to Ephraim, like a great lion to Judah. I will tear them to pieces 
and go away; I will carry them off, with no one to rescue them. 15 Then I will go back to 
my place until they admit their guilt. And they will seek my face; in their misery they will 
earnestly seek me.”   

C: “Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; 
he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds. 2 After two days he will revive 
us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence.   

L: 3 Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him. As surely as the 
sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains 
that water the earth.” (The Word of our God) 
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Psalm: # 42-43 CW Pg 82 
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2nd Lesson: Romans 8:1-11 
1 There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through 
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.  3 For 
what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did 
by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he 
condemned sin in sinful man, 4 in order that the righteous requirements of the law might 
be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 
5 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature 
desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the 
Spirit desires.  6 The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is 
life and peace; 7 the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can 
it do so.  8Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. 9 You, however, are 
controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if 
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.  10 But if Christ is 
in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness.  

11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised 
Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives 
in you. (The Word of the Lord) 

The Gospel: (rise) John 3:14-20 
14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 

that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him.  18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of 
God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men 
loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.  20 Everyone who does evil 
hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. (The 
Gospel of the Lord)  

C: “Praise be to you, O Christ!”  
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Hymn: God Loved the World So that He Gave .......... CW # 391 Stz 4–6 
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Sermon: Romans 8:1011 
The LORD Has Set Us Free 

Apostles’ Creed: (Rise) (together we confess) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe I Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen 

Prayer of the Church:  

Lord’s Prayer: (traditional) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven, 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

Blessing:   
The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  Amen (seated) 
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Closing Hymn:  Almighty Father, Bless the Word ................. CW # 323 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


