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WELCOME! 
Welcome to worship! We are glad that you have joined us today. Our service is printed for you in its 
entirety in this worship folder. If you need anything, please speak to an usher at the entrance of the 
sanctuary. 

• Restrooms are located near the entry to the sanctuary.  

• Infants Room – If you have a young child or nursing infant and are in need of an infant-room, 
you will find it to the far right as you enter the sanctuary. 

• The Guest Registry is found on the wall to the left as you enter the sanctuary. We would 
appreciate a record of your visit! You may also indicate in the registry if you would like to stay in 
touch. 

• Prayer before worship – Heavenly Father, I have come to worship you. Draw near to me in your 
gracious Word, and assure me of your loving kindness. Curb my wandering thoughts, that with 
undivided attention I may hear your voice and sing your praise. Amen. 

• Our Communion Practice – We believe that gathering at God’s altar to receive Holy Communion 
is a testimony of the confession and commitment we share as members of the Lutheran Church. 
We ask guests who are not members of our Lutheran denomination to speak with the pastor 
before joining us at the altar so that all may have a clear understanding of our faith and practice. 
Thank you. 

• Foundations Class – If you are interested in learning more about what we teach and believe, 
please ask the usher or the pastor about our no-obligation Foundations Class which covers the 
basic teachings of our biblical faith. 
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+ Service of the word + 
This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation 
of God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

Opening Hymn 353 | Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
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Stand 

M The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

+ CONFESSION OF SINS + 
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You 
are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C Amen. 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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+ PRAYER AND PRAISE + 
Oh, taste and see 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M Let us pray. 
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Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and teach with 
authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we too may bring good news 
to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Be seated 

 

+ LESSONS + 
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 61:1-6 
Israel had rejected the Lord. So God allowed them to be conquered and carried off as 
captives. Yet, he also promised to forgive their rejection and grant them freedom. 

61 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,  

because the LORD has anointed me  
to proclaim good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,  
to proclaim freedom for the captives  
and release from darkness for the prisoners,  

2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor  
and the day of vengeance of our God,  

to comfort all who mourn,  
3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion—  
to bestow on them a crown of beauty  

instead of ashes,  
the oil of joy  

instead of mourning,  
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and a garment of praise  
instead of a spirit of despair.  

They will be called oaks of righteousness,  
a planting of the LORD  
for the display of his splendor.  

4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins  
and restore the places long devastated;  

they will renew the ruined cities  
that have been devastated for generations.  

5 Strangers will shepherd your flocks;  
foreigners will work your fields and vineyards.  

6 And you will be called priests of the LORD,  
you will be named ministers of our God.  

You will feed on the wealth of nations,  
and in their riches you will boast. 
 

M The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

Psalm 146 

 

 
Praise the LORD, O my soul.* 

I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
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Do not put your trust in princes,* 

in mortal men, who cannot save. 
 
Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD his God,* 

the maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Refrain 
 
The LORD gives food to the hungry,* 

the LORD sets prisoners free. 
 
The LORD gives sight to the blind,* 

the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 
The LORD watches over the outcast* 

and sustains the fatherless and the widow. 
 
The LORD remains faithful forever.* 

He upholds the cause of the oppressed. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 

SECOND LESSON Acts 4:23-31 
Just as the Jewish religious leaders had rejected Jesus, they rejected the work and words 
of the apostles. So the apostles prayed for boldness to proclaim the gospel in the face of 
that opposition. 
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23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all 
that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they 
raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made 
the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy 
Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David:  

“ ‘Why do the nations rage  
and the peoples plot in vain?  

26 The kings of the earth rise up  
and the rulers band together  

against the Lord  
and against his anointed one.’ 

27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of 
Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They 
did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, 
consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 
30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of 
your holy servant Jesus.”  

31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 
 
M The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God!

 

Verse of the day Luke 4:18 
Alleluia. “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 

news to the poor.” Alleluia. 
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Stand 

 

gospel Luke 4:16-30 
In one of Jesus' first sermons, delivered in his hometown, people took offense at his words 
and ultimately rejected him. 

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he 
went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:  

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,  
because he has anointed me  
to proclaim good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners  
and recovery of sight for the blind,  

to set the oppressed free,  
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
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20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes 
of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, 
“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  

22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his 
lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.  

23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal 
yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you 
did in Capernaum.’ ”  

24 “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I 
assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut 
for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet 
Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 
27 And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not 
one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.”  

28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, 
drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was 
built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and 
went on his way. 

 
M The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Be Seated 
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Hymn of the day 93 | Hail to the lord’s anointed 
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+ SERMON + 

Rejection Is Not Proof of Failure 

 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be Seated 
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+ Thanksgiving + 
OFFERING  

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

M Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give 
us day after day. 

C We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

M You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from 
the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

C We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.  

M Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden 
catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel 
by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten 
them.  

C Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, 
and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

M Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our 
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good 
citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, 
and well-being. 

C Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there 
be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, 
or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
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Silent prayer. 

M We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to 
hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our 
ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in 
your sight. Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Be Seated 

 

Hymn 568 | good news of god above 
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Stand 

 

 



[17] 
 

M Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Blessing 

M Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 
Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

Be Seated 
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Closing Hymn 745 | may the peace of god 
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Announcements 
Prayer Requests – Please remember in your thoughts and prayers… 

• Sarah Wolter and family as she begins recovery after surgery. 

• Fay Jones as she celebrates another year of God’s grace. 

January Birthdays & Anniversaries 

• Jan 2 – Bob Baur 

• Jan 7 – Nick Carne 

• Jan 10 – Tom Legg 

• Jan 23 – Lindsey Backes 

• Jan 28 – Sam Meister 

• Jan 31 – Fay Jones 

Other Announcements 

• Voter’s Meeting Today! 

• February 2 – New Bible Study begins. 

• Can Tabs are still being collected in the Fellowship Hall. 

• Calling all greeters! If you can make it to church a few minutes early and be a welcoming 

face for all our members and visitors, please contact Ellen C., Mary Q., or Pastor K. 

Volunteer Schedule 

Date Streaming Music Usher 
Communion 

Assistant 
Greeter 

Feb 2 Dan S. Angie C. Scott S. Matt W. Mary Q. 

Feb 9 Audrey S. Dan S. Gil P.  Ellen C. 

Feb 16 Mark F. Ellen C. Steve B. Tim C. Mary Q. 

 


