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WELCOME! 
We are glad that you have joined us today! Our service is printed for you in its entirety in this 
worship folder. If you need anything, please speak to an usher at the entrance to the sanctuary. A 
few helpful notes about worship at Atonement: 

• During the Service the congregation reads the bold portions marked with a “C”. 
• Restrooms are located near the entry to the sanctuary.  
• Infants Room – If you have a young child or nursing infant and are in need of an infant-

room, you will find it to the far right as you enter the sanctuary. 

• The Guest Registry is found on the wall to the left as you enter the sanctuary. We would 
appreciate a record of your visit! You may also indicate in the registry if you would like to 
stay in touch. 

• Foundations Class – If you are interested in learning more about what we teach and 
believe, please ask the usher or the pastor about our no-obligation Foundations Class 
which covers the basic teachings of our biblical faith. 

• Prayer before worship – Heavenly Father, I have come to worship you. Draw near to me 
in your gracious Word, and assure me of your loving kindness. Curb my wandering 
thoughts, that with undivided attention I may hear your voice and sing your praise. Amen. 
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+ Service of The Word + 
This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of God’s 

Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

OPENING HYMN 116 – In the Hour of Trial 
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Stand 

M The grace of our Lord ✠ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 
as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be 
called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy 
on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and 
take away my guilt. 

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. 
You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to 
his will. 

C Amen. 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have 
gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and 
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Be Seated 

+ The Word + 

FIRST LESSON Exodus 3:1-15 

The Lord reveals his presence to Moses as flames within a bush – fire that warms and 
gives light yet does not consume. 

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, 
and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire 
from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn 
up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush 
does not burn up.”  

4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from 
within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”  

And Moses said, “Here I am.”  
5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where 

you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his 
face, because he was afraid to look at God.  

7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have 
heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about 
their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the 
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, 
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached 
me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am 
sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”  

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?”  
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12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I 
who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will 
worship God on this mountain.”  

13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God 
of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then 
what shall I tell them?”  

14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 
‘I AM has sent me to you.’”  

15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your 
fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me 
to you.’  

“This is my name forever,  
the name you shall call me  
from generation to generation. 

 

M The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

Psalm 85 

 

You showed favor to your land, O LORD;* 
you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

 
You forgave the iniquity of your people* 

and covered all their sins. 
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Show us your unfailing love, O LORD,* 

and grant us your salvation. Refrain 
 
I will listen to what God the LORD will say;* 

he promises peace to his people, his saints. 
 
Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,* 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 
 
Love and faithfulness meet together;* 

righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.  Refrain 
 
Refrain Tune: From The Psalmody for the Day, Series C. © 1976 Fortress Press. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 

SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

God revealed his presence among the nation of Israel. Instead of his presence leading 
to repentant faith, with a sense of false security the Israelites set their hearts on evil. 

For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our 
ancestors were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They 
were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same 
spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual 
rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not 
pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. 
6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil 
things as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The 
people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 8 We should not 
commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three 
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thousand of them died. 9 We should not test Christ, as some of them did—and were 
killed by snakes. 10 And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by 
the destroying angel. 

11 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings 
for us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come. 12 So, if you think you are 
standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 13 No temptation has overtaken you 
except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be 
tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide 
a way out so that you can endure it. 

M The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 2 Peter 3:9 

“9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. 
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 

come to repentance.” 

Alleluias are omitted during the season of Lent. 

Stand 

GOSPEL Luke 13:1-9 

God is always patient, but our time of grace does come to an end at the moment of 
death. Since that can come at unexpected times, Jesus teaches that the time to repent 
is right now. 

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think 
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they 
suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or 
those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they 
were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless 
you repent, you too will all perish.” 
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6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he 
went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took 
care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this 
fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 
8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and 
fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” 

 

M The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Be Seated 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 337 – Delay Not! Delay Not! 
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+ Sermon + 

The Time is Now! 

 
Stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be Seated 

OFFERING  
Stand 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you 
give us day after day. 

C We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

M You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us 
from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

C We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this 
place and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, 
and love.  

M Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: 
sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over 
those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever 
perils may threaten them.  

C Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are 
distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

M Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our 
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good 
citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, 
security, and well-being. 

C Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, 
may there be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where 
there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to 
help and restore. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask 
you to hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and 
skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 
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C We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is 
pleasing in your sight. Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN 473 – Savior, I Follow On 
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Stand 

M Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe 
and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we 
may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in 
death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

BLESSING 

M Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve 
the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✠ give you peace. 

 

Be Seated 
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CLOSING HYMN 331 – Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Birthday 

• March 14 – Timothy Kassebaum 

• March 26 – Joe Buabeng 

• March 31 – Callahan Potter 

Other Announcements 

• Jessica & Andrew Benfer’s New Baby – We give thanks to God for the birth of 

Josiah Newton Benfer on March 17th. 

• LWMS – Please contact Ellen C. or Pastor if you are interested in attending the 

LWMS Rally on April 26th in Yorktown, VA. Registration is open and can be 

found at: LWMSheritage.org. Please register if you are planning to stream it 

online or attend in person. 

• LWMS Donations – If you would like to support the mission efforts backed by 

the LWMS heritage circuit, please get checks or cash donations to Ellen by 

March 3oth. 

Mark Your Calendars 

• March 25 – PCRC8 Meeting @ 7pm – Christus Victor Lutheran Church 

• April 5 – Shred Day 

• April 12 – Church Clean-up Day 

Volunteer Schedule 

Date Streaming Music Usher 
Communion 

Assistant 
Greeter 

March 30 Dan M. Angie C. Bruce G. Matt W. Ellen C. 

April 6 Audrey S. Ellen C. Scott S. Tim C. Mary Q. 

April 13 Mark F. Dan M. Gil P.  Kathy K. 
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Let’s Stay in Touch! 

E-mail | pastor@atonementbaltimore.com 

Church # | 410-668-3886 

Cell # | 682-253-5261 

Website | www.AtonementBaltimore.com 

 


