57 Sunday in Lent

Hiding Treasure in the Trash
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WELCOME!

We are glad that you have joined us today! Our service is printed for you in its entirety in this
worship folder. If you need anything, please speak to an usher at the entrance to the sanctuary. A
few helpful notes about worship at Atonement:

e During the Service the congregation reads the bold portions marked with a “C”.

e Restrooms are located near the entry to the sanctuary.

e Infants Room - If you have a young child or nursing infant and are in need of an infant-
room, you will find it to the far right as you enter the sanctuary.

e The Guest Registry is found on the wall to the left as you enter the sanctuary. We would
appreciate a record of your visit! You may also indicate in the registry if you would like to
stay in touch.

¢ Our Communion Practice - We believe that gathering at God’s altar to receive Holy
Communion is a testimony of the confession and commitment we share as members of the
Lutheran Church. We ask guests who are not members of Atonement or a churches within
our denomination to speak with the pastor before joining us at the altar so that all may
have a clear understanding of our faith and practice. Thank you.

e Foundations Class - If you are interested in learning more about what we teach and
believe, please ask the usher or the pastor about our no-obligation Foundations Class
which covers the basic teachings of our biblical faith.

e Prayer before worship - Heavenly Father, | have come to worship you. Draw near to me
in your gracious Word, and assure me of your loving kindness. Curb my wandering
thoughts, that with undivided attention I may hear your voice and sing your praise. Amen.
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+ Service of Word and Sacrament +

The “Service of Word and Sacrament” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.

OPENING HYMN 125 — When | Survey the Wondrous Cross
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1 When [ sur - vey the won - drous Cross
2 For - bid it lLord, that | should boast
3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet,
4 Were the whole realm of na - ture mine,
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On which the Prince  of glo - ry died,
Save in  the  death of Christ,  my God.
Sor - row and love flow min - gled down.
That  were a trib - ute far oo small;
A . ‘ .
\¥ I 1 | | | [ Il | |
7 Irl; 1 | | | | | T:' J -II O
.'J i ~— 1 ——
My rich - est  gain I count but loss
All the vain things that charm me most,
Did ¢’er such love and SOr - row meet
Love SO a - maz - ing, S0 di - vine,
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And pour con - tempt on all my pride.
| sac - ri - fice them to his blood.
Or thorns com - pose SO rich a crown?
De - mands my soul, my life, my all.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, abr., alt.
Tune: HAMBURG (LLM) Lowell Mason, 1792-1872.

Stand

M  The grace of our Lord " Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you.

C  And also with you.



CONFESSION OF SINS

M  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to
forgive us.

C  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and
by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son *K and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY - Kyrie

M  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude
and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

N4
“
Qé "
C: Lord, have mer - cy.

M  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for
the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our
prayer, O Christ.
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C: Christ, have mer - cy.

M  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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C: Lord, have mer - cy.



M  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us
in your tender care:
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C: A - men,

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M  Let us pray.

Almighty God, by your great goodness mercifully look upon your people that we
may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

!} — - &
C A - men
Be Seated
+ The Word +
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 43:16-21

Isaiah prophesied that the nation of Babylon would trash Judah and carry them into
captivity. Isaiah also prophesied that this would produce the treasure of spiritual
renewal.

7 This is what the LORD says—
he who made a way through the sea,
a path through the mighty waters,
7who drew out the chariots and horses,
the army and reinforcements together,
and they lay there, never to rise again,
extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:
Forget the former things;
do not dwell on the past.
" See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
[ am making a way in the wilderness
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and streams in the wasteland.
**The wild animals honor me,
the jackals and the owls,
because I provide water in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland,
to give drink to my people, my chosen,
> the people I formed for myself
that they may proclaim my praise.

M  The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

PSALM 73
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Sure-ly, it is God who saves me: 1 will trust in him and
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5 Psalm tone
&) o fj J | ol J'-J CJI 1\:

L)

I am always with you, O LORD;*
you hold me by my right hand.

You guide me with your counsel,*
and afterward you will take me into glory.

Whom have I in heaven but you?*
And earth has nothing I desire besides you.

My flesh and my heart may fail,*
but God is the strength of my heart
and my portion forever.



Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain

Refrain Tune: Jack Noble White. © 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp., (admin. Alfred Publishing Co.).
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

SECOND LESSON Philippians 3:4b-14

St. Paul views as trash what most consider to be treasure and treasures what most
consider to be trash.

34b though I myself have reasons for such confidence.

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have
more: ° circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; ®as for
zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless.

7But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. ® What
is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them
garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness
of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the
righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. '° T want to know Christ—
yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, "and so, somehow, attaining to the
resurrection from the dead.

" Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but
[ press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. ® Brothers
and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I
do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, "I press
on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus.

M  The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!



VERSE OF THE DAY Psalm 118:22

“The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.”

Alleluias are omitted during the season of Lent.

Stand

GOSPEL Luke 20:9-19

God the Father sent his Son into the world knowing the world would consider Jesus trash,
even though Jesus is the precious cornerstone upon which God builds his house.

**9 He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to
some farmers and went away for a long time. ° At harvest time he sent a servant to the
tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat
him and sent him away empty-handed. " He sent another servant, but that one also
they beat and treated shamefully and sent away empty-handed. * He sent still a third,
and they wounded him and threw him out.

B “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I
love; perhaps they will respect him.’

4 “But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,” they

said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.” ” So they threw him out of the
vineyard and killed him.

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? *° He will come and kill those
tenants and give the vineyard to others.”

When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!”

7 Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that which is
written: “The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’? *® Everyone
who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be
crushed.”

“The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest
him immediately, because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But
they were afraid of the people.

M  The Gospel of the Lord.
4 ‘
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Be Seated

HYMN OF THE DAY

400 - O God, O Lord of Heav’n and Earth
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1 O God, O Lord of heav'n and  earth,
2 In blind re - volt we would  not see
3 You came in to our hall of  death,
4 0 Spir - it, who did once re - slore
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That  reb - el wills wrought  death and night.
O Christ, (o breathe our poi - soned air,
The  church that it might yet re - call
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We seized and  used in fear and spite
To drink for us the deep de - spair
The  bring - er of  good news o all:
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A death - ward  drift from fu - tile birth.
Your won - drous  gift of lib - er - 1ty
That stran - gled  our re - luc - tant  breath.
Breathe on your clo ven church once more
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Your Word meant life tri - um - phant hurled
We  walled us in this house  of  doom,
How beau - ti - ful the feet  that  trod
That in these  gray and lat - ter  days
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In splen - dor  through your bro - ken  world;
Where death  had roy al scope  and  room,
The  road 1o bring good news  from  God!
There may  be those whose life is  praise,
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Since  light a - woke and life be - gan,
Un - il your ser - vant, Prince of  Peace,
How  beau ti - ful the feet  that  bring
Each life a high dox - ol - o - gy
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You made for us a ho - ly plan.
Broke down its walls ~ for our re - lease.
Good tid - ings of our sav - ing King!
Un - to the ho - ly Trin - i - tw
Text:  Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-76, alt. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. All rights reserved

Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
WITTENBERG NEW (LM D) Jan O. Bender, 1909-94, © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. All rights reserved.

Tune:
Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress.

+ Sermon +
Nothing Else Matters but Christ

Stand

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

10



and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be Seated

OFFERING

Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M

Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we
receive from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth,
the joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest,
the privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise
and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which
you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace,
you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole
Christian Church on earth.

Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and
our love for one another.

Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith,
lose courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are
perilous. Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence.
Open our lips to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give
us to share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the
family, the school, the government, and all good institutions that you have
established for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and
suffering, and bring your healing to troubled homes and lives.

Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.
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Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M  Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to
overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

+ The Sacrament +
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the
forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his
redemption, we witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his
death until he returns.

M  The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

M  Lift up your hearts.
A e e e B
S

C: We lift them up to the Lord.

M  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing. He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
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sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. Now have
come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority
of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks
and honor and glory for ever and ever:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - Sanctus
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va - tion. Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho-ly is the Lord of hosts.
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The whole earth is full of your glo - ry.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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world; have mer - ¢y on us. O Christ, Lambof God, you
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take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
n } it
7 % % 1 | J I ' I T
N —2 2 ] ¢ = ﬁ@—d— [ —
A\AY.) |
Py d : T

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
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world; grant wus your peace. A - men.

Be Seated
DISTRIBUTION

We believe that gathering at God’s altar to receive Holy Communion is a testimony of the confession
and commitment we share as members of the Lutheran Church. We ask guests who are not members
of our Lutheran denomination to speak with the pastor before joining us at the altar so that all may
have a clear understanding of our faith and practice. Thank you.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

376 — Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness
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I Je - sus, your blood and right - eous - ness My  beau - ty
2 Bold shall 1 stand in  that great day— Who «can a
3 Lord, 1 be - lieve your pre - cious blood, Which at the
4 lord, T be - lieve were sin - ners more  Than sands up-
5 When from the dust of death I rise To  claim my
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are, my glo - rious dress; Mid flam - ing worlds, in
word a - gainst me  say? Ful - ly through you ab -
ver - 'y throne of God For - ev - er will  for
on the o - cean shore, You have for all a
man - sion in the skies, E’en then this shall be
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these  ar-rayed, With joy shall 1 lift — up my head.
solved 1 am From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.
sin - ners plead, For me—e’en for my soul— was shed.
ran - som paid, For all a full a - tone - ment made.
all my plea: Je - sus has lived and died for me.
6 Jesus, be worshiped endlessly!
Your boundless mercy has for me,
For me and all your hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.
Text:  Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-60, abr.; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703-91, alt.
Tune: ST. CRISPIN (LM) George J. Elvey, 1816-93.
Stand
n Il [— Il
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C: Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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He re-news his prom-is - es and leads his peo-ple forth in joy with
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shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le - ln - ia! Al-le -la - ia!

M Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming
of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received
in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored
to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

e

G

C: A - men

BLESSING

M Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve
the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and " give you peace.
- | e B I " n |
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Py (<] I [~
C: A-men. A - men. A - men.
Be Seated
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CLOSING HYMN 536 — Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head
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I Lord Je - sus Christ, the Church’s head, You are  her

20 Lord, let this your lit - tle flock, Your name a -

3 Help us o serve you ev - er - more With hearts both

4 And for your gos - pel let us dare To sac - ri -
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one foun -da - tion. In you she  wrusts, be - fore you
lonec con -fess - ing, Con -tin - wue in  your lov - ing
pure and low - ly. And may your  Word, that light di -
fice all wea - sure; Teach us o bear your bless - ed
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bows, And waits for  your sal - wva - tion. Built
care, True u - ni - y pos - sess - ing. Your
vine, Shine on in  splen - dor ho - 1y  That
cross, To find in you all plea - sure. Oh,
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on this rock se - cure, Your Church shall en - dure
sac - ra - ments, O lord, And  your sav - ing Word
we re - pent-ance show, In faith ev - er grow.
grant  us stead - fast - ness In joy and dis - tress.
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Though all the  world de - cay And all  things
To us eer  pure re - tain. Grant that they
The  pow'r of sin de - stroy And e - vils
Lord, for your mer - cy’s sake, Let us by
-4 . |
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pass a - way. Oh, hear, oh, hear us, Je - sus!
may re - main Our  on - ly strength and com - fort.
that an - noy. Oh, make us faith - ful Chris - tians.
grace par - take Of end - less joy and glo - v
Text:  Johann Mentzer, 1658-1734, abr.; tr. William J. Schaefer, 1891-1976, alt.
Tune: REUTER (87 87 65 66 7) Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863—-1924.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Birthdays
e April 6 - Renae Schweitzer
e April 12 - Teresa Bulgrin
e April 23 - Jacob Backes
e April 27 - Lauren Clark
e April 30 - June Grap

Other Announcements

e LWMS Spring Rally on Saturday, April 26th, featuring WELS Campus Ministry.
Register at LWMSheritage.org now and then join the group here at church
that day to watch it online so we can start planning how we will host the fall
rally here!

e Grace Christian Academy (GCA) Gala - GCA is the K-8 school owned and
operated by our fellow congregation in Falls Church, VA. Their annual gala is
an opportunity to support the mission of GCA. If you are interested in
attending or supporting GCA in this way, you can visit www.gcagala.com.

e Maeals! - Just a reminder that there will be a meal starting at about 6 pm
before Holy Thursday worship as well as a breakfast in between the Easter
Dawn and Easter Festival Worship Services.

Mark Your Calendars
e April 12 - Church Clean-Up Day
e April 19 - Easter Egg Hunt (10 am — Noon)

Volunteer Schedule

Communion
Date Streaming Music Usher Greeter
Assistant
April 13 Mark F. Dan M. Gil P. Kathy K.
April 17 Dan M. Angie C. Steve B. Scott S. Ellen C.
April 18 Audrey S. Ellen C. Dan M. Mary Q.
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http://www.gcagala.com/

Holy Week Worship Schedule

Palm Sunday - April 13" @ 9:30 am
Holy Thursday — April 17" @ 7 pm
Good Friday — April 18" @ 7 pm
Easter Dawn — April 20" @ 7 am
Easter Festival — April 20" @ 10 am

Let’s Stay in Touch!
E-mail | pastor@atonementbaltimore.com
Church # | 410-668-3886
Cell # | 682-253-5261

Website | www.AtonementBaltimore.com
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