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Dead and Buried: Series Explanation 

We have come to the final stretch of Lent, known as “Holy Week.” Think about 
what that title is implying. We normally talk about a “holiday” (short for “holy 
day”), where one day is set aside for some special observance or celebration. But 
for centuries, believers have set aside this entire week for special observance. 
Clearly, what is discussed during Holy Week is important. Indeed, what we see 
happen this Holy Week is the foundation of our eternity. 

In Holy Week, we see the impossible. The Son of God dies. The Lord of Life enters 
the last place he belonged – the grave. But what we will see this week is that, when 
Jesus entered the tomb, he did not go alone. He buried all our baggage with him: 
sin, guilt, shame, condemnation, fear. Jesus will walk out of the tomb. But thanks 
to him, those things will all stay dead and buried.  

Our worship follows this pattern. 

Passion Sunday / Palm Sunday Surrender Buries Seizure 
Holy Thursday A New Covenant Buries an Old Contract 
Good Friday A One-Time Substitute Buries All-Time Guilt 

 

Our Worship Today: A New Covenant Buries an Old Contract 

On Good Friday we remember the crucifixion and death of our Lord both with 
sorrow and solemn joy. Though the events of this day fill us with horror, the 
implications of those events give us every reason for praise. Jesus’ death had this 
breathtaking significance. Once and for all, it paid for the guilt of all of us and for 
all of time. Standing in our place, our substitute was forsaken by his Father on the 
cross so that we could be reconciled to God and have an eternal home in heaven.  

We look at Jesus on the cross, and there is sorrow. He is there because of us. He is 
there because he loves us that much, so much he gave us his last breath. Jesus took 
all our guilt into the tomb with him. It will stay there. He will not. That is why we 
can call this Friday good. 
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WELCOME! 
We are glad that you have joined us today! Our service is printed for you in its entirety in this 
worship folder. If you need anything, please speak to an usher at the entrance to the sanctuary. A 
few helpful notes about worship at Atonement: 

• During the Service the congregation reads the bold portions marked with a “C”. 
• Restrooms are located near the entry to the sanctuary.  
• Infants Room – If you have a young child or nursing infant and are in need of an infant-

room, you will find it to the far right as you enter the sanctuary. 

• The Guest Registry is found on the wall to the left as you enter the sanctuary. We would 
appreciate a record of your visit! You may also indicate in the registry if you would like to 
stay in touch. 

• Our Communion Practice – We believe that gathering at God’s altar to receive Holy 
Communion is a testimony of the confession and commitment we share as members of the 
Lutheran Church. We ask guests who are not members of our Lutheran denomination to 
speak with the pastor before joining us at the altar so that all may have a clear 
understanding of our faith and practice. Thank you. 

• Foundations Class – If you are interested in learning more about what we teach and 
believe, please ask the usher or the pastor about our no-obligation Foundations Class 
which covers the basic teachings of our biblical faith. 

• Prayer before worship – Heavenly Father, I have come to worship you. Draw near to me 
in your gracious Word, and assure me of your loving kindness. Curb my wandering 
thoughts, that with undivided attention I may hear your voice and sing your praise. Amen. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
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Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by 

permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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+ Service of The Word + 
This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of God’s 

Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

OPENING HYMN 127 – Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
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Stand 

INVOCATION AND PRAYER 

M In the name of the Father and of the ✞ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

M Let us pray. Almighty God, graciously behold this your family, for whom our 
Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given into the hands of 
sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

REPROACHES – Improperia 
A “reproach” is a conveyance of disapproval or blame. The Solemn Reproaches (also called the 
Improperia) were first used in the liturgy in the 800s. They are poetic renderings expressing the 
remonstrance of God with his people. They follow the pattern of Psalm 78, which rehearses God’s 
continuing acts of faithfulness and Israel’s repeated rebellion. 

M Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein have 
I offended you? Answer me. For I have raised you up out of the prison house 
of sin and death, and you have delivered up your Redeemer to be scourged. 
For I have redeemed you from the house of bondage, and you have nailed 
your Savior to the cross. O my people! 

All Sing (117:3 – O Dearest Jesus) 

Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish? 
It is my sins for which you, Lord, must languish; 
Yes, all the wrath, the woe that you inherit, 
This I do merit. 

M Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein have 
I offended you? Answer me. For I have conquered all your foes, and you have 
given me over and delivered me to those who persecute me. For I have fed 
you with my Word and refreshed you with living water, and you have given 
me gall and vinegar to drink. O my people. 
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All Sing (117:2 – O Dearest Jesus) 

They crown your head with thorns, they smite, they scourge you; 
With cruel mockings to the cross they urge you; 
They give you gall to drink, they still decry you; 
They crucify you. 

M Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein have 
I offended you? Answer me. What more could have been done for my 
vineyard than I have done for it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it 
yield only bad? My people, is this how you thank your God? O my people! 

All Sing (117:5 – O Dearest Jesus)  

The sinless Son of God must die in sadness; 
The sinful child of man may live in gladness 
We forfeited our lives, yet are acquitted –  
God is committed. 

A moment of silent reflection 

M O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to you all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended you and justly deserved your punishment 
both now and forever. But I am truly sorry for my sins and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray you of your boundless mercy and for the 
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful 
being. 

M Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the ✞ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

All Sing (117:6 – O Dearest Jesus) 

I’ll think upon your mercy without ceasing, 
That earth’s vain joys to me no more be pleasing; 
To do your will shall be my sole endeavor henceforth forever. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have 
gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and 
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Be Seated 

+ The Word + 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

As our substitute, Christ endured the punishment that our guilt deserved. We are 
now at peace with God. 

52:13 See, my servant will act wisely;  
he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.  

14 Just as there were many who were appalled at him—  
his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being  
and his form marred beyond human likeness—  

15 so he will sprinkle many nations,  
and kings will shut their mouths because of him.  

For what they were not told, they will see,  
and what they have not heard, they will understand.  

53 Who has believed our message  
and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  

2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot,  
and like a root out of dry ground.  

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,  
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.  

3 He was despised and rejected by mankind,  
a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.  

Like one from whom people hide their faces  
he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.  
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4 Surely he took up our pain  
and bore our suffering,  

yet we considered him punished by God,  
stricken by him, and afflicted.  

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions,  
he was crushed for our iniquities;  

the punishment that brought us peace was on him,  
and by his wounds we are healed.  

6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,  
each of us has turned to our own way;  

and the LORD has laid on him  
the iniquity of us all.  

7 He was oppressed and afflicted,  
yet he did not open his mouth;  

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,  
and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,  
so he did not open his mouth.  

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away.  
Yet who of his generation protested?  

For he was cut off from the land of the living;  
for the transgression of my people he was punished.  

9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked,  
and with the rich in his death,  

though he had done no violence,  
nor was any deceit in his mouth.  

10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,  
and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin,  

he will see his offspring and prolong his days,  
and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.  

11 After he has suffered,  
he will see the light of life and be satisfied;  

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,  
and he will bear their iniquities.  

12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, 
and he will divide the spoils with the strong,  
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because he poured out his life unto death,  
and was numbered with the transgressors.  

For he bore the sin of many,  
and made intercession for the transgressors. 

M The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM 22 

 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?* 

Why are you so far from saving me? 

I am a worm and not a man,* 
scorned by men and despised by the people. 

All who see me mock me;* 
they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 

“He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him.* 
Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.” Refrain 

My strength is dried up, and my tongue sticks  
to the roof of my mouth;* 
you lay me in the dust of death. 

A band of evil men has encircled me,* 
they have pierced my hands and my feet. 
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They divide my garments among them* 
and cast lots for my clothing. 

But you, O LORD, be not far off;* 
O my Strength, come quickly to help me. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain. 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

SECOND LESSON Galatians 3:10-13 

We are saved not by obeying God’s law but through faith in the One who redeemed 
us from the law’s curse. 

3:10 For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: 
“Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book 
of the Law.” 11 Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because 
“the righteous will live by faith.” 12 The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it 
says, “The person who does these things will live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us 
from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is 
everyone who is hung on a pole.” 

M The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY Isaiah 53:4 

“Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him 
punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted.” 

Alleluias are omitted during the season of Lent. 

Stand 
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GOSPEL John 19:17-30 

The crucifixion and death of Jesus. 

17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is 
called Golgotha). 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each 
side and Jesus in the middle.  

19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The 
chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but 
that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.”  

22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”  
23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four 

shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was 
seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.  

24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”  
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said,  

“They divided my clothes among them  
and cast lots for my garment.” 

So this is what the soldiers did.  
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple 
whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to 
the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his 
home.  

28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture 
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they 
soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to 
Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he 
bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

M The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to you, O Christ. 

Be Seated 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 100 – A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 
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+ Good Friday Meditation + 

The Cursed are Saved by a Curse 

 
Stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you 
give us day after day. 

C We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

M You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us 
from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

C We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this 
place and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, 
and love.  

M Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: 
sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over 
those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever 
perils may threaten them.  

C Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are 
distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

M Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our 
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good 
citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, 
security, and well-being. 

C Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, 
may there be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where 
there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to 
help and restore. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask 
you to hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and 
skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is 
pleasing in your sight. Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN 137 – Oh, Darkest Woe 

 
Stand 

M Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe 
and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we 
may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in 
death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 122 – Sing, My Tongue, The Glorious Battle 

 
There is no benediction for this service in recognition that the services of Holy Week 
are knit into one cloth. Only after the joy of Jesus’ resurrection on Easter day will the 
congregation close her worship with a benediction. 

You may place Good Friday Offerings in the offering plate by the door as you leave. 


